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Charlie Parker has been idolized by generations of jazz musicians and fans. Indeed, his spectacular musical
abilities--his blinding speed and brilliant improvisational style--made Parker a legend even before his tragic
death at age thirty-four.
Now, in Chasin' The Bird, Brian Priestley offers a marvelous biography of this jazz icon, ranging from his
childhood in Kansas City to his final harrowing days in New York. Priestley offers new insight into Parker's
career, beginning as a teenager single-mindedly devoted to mastering the saxophone. We follow Parker on
his first trip to New York, penniless, washing dishes for $9.00 a week at Jimmy's Chicken Shack, a favorite
hangout of the great Art Tatum, whose stunning speed and ingenuity were an influence on the young
musician. Priestley sheds light on Parker's collaborations with other jazz legands, and illuminates such
classic recordings as "Salt Peanuts," "A Night in Tunisia," and "Yardbird Suite"--music which defined an
era. He also gives us an unflinching look at Parker's dark side--the drug abuse, heavy drinking, and tangled
relations with women and the law. He recounts the death of Parker's daughter Pree at just two-and-a-half
years old, and Parker's own death at thirty-four, in such wretched condition that the doctor listed his age as
fifty-three.
With an invaluable discography that lists every recording of Charlie Parker that has ever been made publicly
available, this is a must-have biography of a true jazz giant, one that helps us penetrate the dazzling surface
to grasp the artistry beneath.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Williams:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important usually. The book Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker seemed
to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker is not only giving
you much more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Chasin' The Bird: The
Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Raymond Garza:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Chasin' The Bird:
The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this
era. The book untitled Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parkeris one of several books that
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this
book.

Miles Towles:

The reserve with title Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker includes a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Sherry Fitzgerald:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more
time to be learn. Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker can be your answer as it can be
read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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