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This groundbreaking book provides the first comprehensive account of the juridiction consulaire, or
Merchant Court, of eighteenth-century Paris. Drawing on extensive archival research, Amalia D. Kessler
reconstructs the workings of the court and the commercial law that it applied and uses these to shed new light
on questions about the relationship between commerce and modernity that are of deep and abiding interest to
lawyers, historians, and social scientists alike.
 
Kessler shows how the merchants who were associated with the court—and not just elite thinkers and royal
reformers—played a key role in reconceptualizing commerce as the credit-fueled private exchange necessary
to sustain the social order. Deploying this modern conception of commerce in a variety of contexts, ranging
from litigation over negotiable instruments to corporatist battles for status and jurisdiction, these merchants
contributed (largely inadvertently and to their ultimate regret) to the demise of corporatism as both
conceptual framework and institutional practice. In so doing, they helped bring about the social and political
revolution of 1789.
 
Highly readable and engaging, A Revolution in Commerce provides important new insights into the rise of
commercial modernity by demonstrating the remarkable role played by the law in ideological and
institutional transformation.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Wickham:

This A Revolution in Commerce: The Parisian Merchant Court and the Rise of Commercial Society in
Eighteenth-Century France are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The reason of this A Revolution in Commerce: The Parisian Merchant Court and the Rise of Commercial
Society in Eighteenth-Century France can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A Revolution in Commerce: The Parisian Merchant Court and
the Rise of Commercial Society in Eighteenth-Century France giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Mildred Hall:

Often the book A Revolution in Commerce: The Parisian Merchant Court and the Rise of Commercial
Society in Eighteenth-Century France will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very
acceptable to you. The book A Revolution in Commerce: The Parisian Merchant Court and the Rise of
Commercial Society in Eighteenth-Century France is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the
e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Anne Shivers:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Revolution in
Commerce: The Parisian Merchant Court and the Rise of Commercial Society in Eighteenth-Century France
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Jason Howell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims A
Revolution in Commerce: The Parisian Merchant Court and the Rise of Commercial Society in Eighteenth-



Century France.
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